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and Sir Garnet Wolseley was appointed High
Commissioner. By this time the ability of
Lieutenant Kitchener as a surveyor and linguist
had been recognized, and when the Foreign
Office wanted a map of the island it was natural
that application should be made for the services
of the young expert, who was sent to Cyprus
in September 1878. The. expert insisted that
his map should be compiled in accordance with
the correct procedure of Chatham, with base
line and trigonometrical points. What the
High Commissioner wanted was a batch of
rough sketches of the various villages; this
would be cheaper, quicker, and of more im-
mediate and practical value for purposes of
administration. Kitchener appealed to the
Foreign Office, which upheld him, but the
High Commissioner shut down the whole thing
on the score of expense. It was a curious little
difference between the youthful lieutenant and
his chief, and it brings out the fact that the
junior was already given to forming strong
views which he was not prepared to give up.
The work was stopped, but the expert linguist
clung to^ the Near East and got a job as Vice-
Consul in Kastanuni, a province of Anatolia
lying on the south shore of the Black Sea, a
hundred miles east of Constantinople.
The population of Kastanuni was a mixture
of Turks, Greeks, Armenians, Circassians,
Jews, the strength of each nationality varying
according to the results of massacres and assas-
sinations. Even if the Vice-Consul had pos-
sessed supreme powers it would have puzzled
him to reduce this mob to order; Turkish